TANG PAINTING IN
PRACTICE




Class Survey

What has been your favorite day of class so far? Why?

In terms of the structure of the class, would you change anything?

Do you prefer more lectures or discussions? Other activities? What
about the organization - thematic or chronological? More or fewer
assessments (quizzes/tests)?

Which reading so far have you found most interesting and/or
helpful?

What kind of art would you like to hear more about? Less about?



Six Principles (Canons) of Chinese Painting, Xie He (c. 500)
(from Guhua Pinlu - Ancient Painter’s Classified Record)

1.Spirit Harmony/Resonance, which means Life’s Motion (Waley);
animation through spirit resonance (Soper)

2.Bone method, which is a means of using the brush (Waley); structural
method in use of the brush (Soper)

3. Fidelity to object in portraying form (Soper)

4. Suitability to type in applying color (Acker)

5. Proper planning in placing of elements (Soper); Division and Planning
(e.g. Composition; Acker)

6. Transmission by copying (Acker), That by copying, the ancient models
should be perpetuated (Shakanishi)



Types of Tang Painting

Horse
Painting

Figure
Painting

Landscapes

J




Han Gan, Horses and
Central Asian Groom,
Tang dynasty, ink on

paper
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KEY WORK: Han Gan, Night-Shining White, Tang Dynasty, ink
on paper




Close up of Night-
Shining White







KEY WORK: Zhang Xuan, Court Ladies Preparing Silk (copy), original - Tang
Dynasty, silk and paint







Tang women illustrated in scene
from the Tomb of Princess
Yongtai (mid Tang dynasty), mural
on wall




Detail showing back of
woman’s neck










Zhou Fang, Court Women With Flowers in Their Hair (copy),
original - Tang Dynasty, ink on silk




Close-up of
Court Women

With Flowers in
Their Hair




Yan Liben, Thirteen Emperors Scroll (copy), original — Tang dynasty, silk and paint







KEY WORK: Li Zhaodao, Emperor Minghuang’s Flight to Shu (copy), original -
Tang Dynasty, silk and paint
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Mural at Dunhuang (Tang
Period); Pilgrim Returning Home




Details from Emperor Minghuang’s Flight to Shu, showing same
characters at different times
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